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Be Yourself, Love the World, Make a Difference

Fall 2021
ecmum.org

A Virtual Oktoberfest!
In care of our community 
we will celebrate online, 
with a special event on 
Sunday, October 24.

See page 2 for details! 
It’s not too late to donate an 
auction item! Drop it off with 
a note, call John or email 
ecmumt@gmail.com.

Revisiting Our History
By Rev. John Lund
Years ago, in the early 
stages of the Missoula 
Interfaith Collaborative 
we asked if mainline 
Protestant, Catholic, 
Evangelical, and 
Interfaith partners 

could work together on community 
needs and got to a yes rather quickly.  
We then moved to nonprofits like the 
YWCA and soon forged a partnership 
that led to the Meadowlark family 
homeless center.  More recently we 
have expanded to neighborhoods, the 
Food Bank, the Health Department, 
unions and other groups (close to 40), 
with a new name—Common Good 
Missoula—and energy building along 
the way.
All Nations Health Center was 
also approached as a possible 
organizing partner.  As an Indigenous 
organization they had some hesitation 
working with historically white 
organizations, but also expressed 
an interest, as the needs are great.  
However, after coming to a few 
meetings, the All Nations leadership 
told the Common Good leadership 
that we would have to do some 
serious and in-depth education and 
work on the history of colonization 
and its ongoing impacts before they 
could go any further with us.
With that directive, we have been 
working for almost two years on 
building a series of workshops 

called Wrestling with the Truth of 
Colonization.  We have been building 
relationships with All Nations leaders 
and with CSKT tribal leaders, elders 
and educators.  We will be ready to 
run the workshops for all Common 
Good partner organizations and 
members in October and November 
on Zoom.
Part of our pre-homework for 
these workshops is to research 
and understand our own personal 
connections with colonization as 
well as the institutions we represent.  
Here are a few snapshots: First, on 
my father’s side my great-grandfather 
Lund was a logger in Upper Michigan 
at the beginning of the 20th century 
when the region was stripped of the 
great White Pine trees and mined 
of copper and iron.  Meanwhile my 
Finn great-grandparents were able to 
homestead a plot of land for almost 
nothing and became landowners and 
farmers in the UP as well.
Eighty-five years later when I was 
in college at Northern Michigan 
University, I became friends with a 
student who was from the Ojibwe 
tribe that resided for hundreds (or 
thousands) of years in that same 
region where my ancestors logged 
and farmed.  I ran a Lutheran youth 
group and I asked my new friend if he 
would like to come and talk about his 
tribe.
(Please continue reading on page 3).
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Emmaus Campus Ministry is a ministry of ELCA 
Lutherans in partnership with the Episcopalians, United 
Church of Christ, and Methodist churches, welcoming of 

all perspectives. We are a Reconciled in Christ Ministry, meaning we welcome 
and affirm all orientations and gender identities.
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Featured Ways to Give
Become a monthly donor! Visit our website or contact Kristen to get 
started. See why Colter became a monthly donor on page 4.

Donate to support one of our internships.

Sponsor one of our weekly student dinners, where we gather for 
community, worship and grounding, connection and discussion.

Donate via mail or visit ecmum.org to see all the ways to give!

Sunday, October 24, 2021

Join us in supporting the mission of Emmaus through our 
Virtual Oktoberfest!

Bid on auction items like a river float down the Blackfoot, 
a six pack of homebrewed Lutheran Porter, a beautiful 

handmade quilt and more.

Your support allows students and the community to access 
Emmaus, a safe space for conversation, service, learning 

and action.

No tickets required, but donations welcome!
Please visit ecmum.org/support-us.

A Virtual

Online 
Fundraiser

for Emmaus Campus Ministry

Visit charityauction.bid/EmmausOktoberfest 
for details!

Thanks to our sponsors!
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Calendar of Events (Continued from page 1).
There was a lot of hesitation but he eventually 
said yes and brought their sacred hoop and 
other artifacts to tell the tribal story, which 
was beautiful.  What I didn’t realize was that 
those sacred artifacts had been banned and 
criminalized until 1978 (Indian Religious 
Freedom Act) and I was one of the first white 
people to ask to bring them out.  I didn’t see 
myself as a colonizer asking the occupied 
people to share the very artifacts that my 
colonizing predecessors had criminalized as my 
ancestors took over their land.  But that’s who I 
was and what I did.  
Later, in seminary, I did a cross cultural 
experience and went to the Inuit village of 
Shismaref, Alaska on the Seward Peninsula 
as there was a Lutheran Church there.  When 
I got there, I found out that every person in 
that village was considered Lutheran, as were 
all of the Inuit villages in that region.  I was 
astounded that almost every child born there 
over many decades has been baptized Lutheran.  
I don’t know the whole story, but I wonder how 
that came to be and who made those decisions.  
In Missoula some years ago the American 
Indian Student Services at UM put on a 
workshop for both native and non-native 
people on Historical Trauma.  Part of the 
workshop talked about the impacts of boarding 
schools on tribal people over generations.  
What surprised me was that more than a few 
of the people in the room spoke up about their 
own experiences of being taken from their 
families and put into boarding schools.  The 
stories were horrifying and many and the 
impacts are real and immense to this day.  As 
a Blackfeet leader told us recently, “Everyone 
in Indian country is recovering from boarding 
schools.”  Most of us settlers don’t realize the 
depth and ongoing agony of what has happened 
to the Indigenous people around us.  For the 
sake of understanding, making changes, and 
healing in our communities, it’s time to wake 
up to the realities of what has happened and 
what is still going on.  We have some serious 
wrestling to do.   If you want to join us in the 
Wrestling workshops please contact me.

Emmaus Student Group
A chance for community, worship and grounding, connection 
and discussion.  We enjoy delicious food and place an 
emphasis on stories, art, music, contemplation, prayer, and 
open sharing. Wednesdays, 6:30-8 in the Emmaus yard.

Community Organizing
Emmaus has been a partner with the Missoula Interfaith 
Collaborative and with Common Good Missoula but we have 
not had our own organizing body–until now!  We are sending 
10 of our staff, interns and students to the “Fundamentals of 
Organizing” training through Common Good to build a core 
team.  We will have regular core team meetings and monthly 
meetings with a larger group who are interested in building 
energy, capacity and power for the sake of healing and 
community change.  Stay tuned to our website and facebook 
for details!

Confluence: the moment of meeting and the movement forward
Confluence is a gathering grounded in Jesus’ vision for 
liberation, and is formed and fed by art, music, poetry, 
contemplation, and the natural world.  The 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of each month starting October 3rd at 7pm in the 
courtyard of UCC (405 University Ave).

Wrestling with the Truth of Colonization
Designed to take people from faith, labor, healthcare and 
community organizations through a process that sets the 
stage for right relationships and meaningful action with 
Indigenous people in their own communities.  This will take 
place Monday and Wednesday 6:30–8:30pm, October 18–
November 1.  Please contact John if you are interested.

Faith and Climate Action
We invite faith, campus, and public communities into deeper 
consciousness, conversations, and actions regarding the 
broken and strained relationships between humans and the 
creation we live in.  Visit faithandclimateactionmontana.
weebly.com for updates and to sign up for e-news!
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Welcome New Interns ...
Madeline Stevens 
joins us as Faith 
and Climate Action 
coordinator. 
Madeline is a 
second-year 
Environmental 
Studies graduate 
student studying 
Environmental 
Education. She studied English and 
Spanish in her undergraduate degree, 
with a minor in sustainability. Madeline 
is from Alabama and her passions 
include farming, hiking, biking, and rock 
climbing!

Tommy L. Holliday is an MSW graduate 
student at the University of Montana. He 
has accepted a practicum position with 
Emmaus Campus Ministry where he will 
be working with the core team, assisting 
with ongoing projects, and developing an 
outreach program focused on prison reform, 
reintegration, and recidivism reduction 

for convicted felons. In addition, he will be working to provide 
therapeutic support for those struggling with substance abuse 
and co-occurring disorders. Tommy received his undergraduate 
degree in Psychology and Philosophy from the U of M, and has 
background experience in adult case management, clinical 
psychology, and addictions counseling. In his spare time, he 
enjoys sailing, camping, playing guitar and spending time with 
his cats and his partner Jacquelyn. 

A Reflection on Giving
Did you know that monthly giving is one of the best 
ways you can steward the ministry of Emmaus? This 
consistent support helps fund weekly student dinners, 
seminary interns, community service activities and 
more. We are so thankful for all those who choose to 
support Emmaus monthly.

Colter Murphy, Children, Youth & Family Director at 
St Paul Missoula & Emmaus Alumni, shares why he 
donates monthly to Emmaus:

“One of my favorite things to do is spend part of my 
weekly grocery budget on fresh vegetables. Whether 
from the farmer’s market or one of Missoula’s many small farm stands, it feels right to spend my dollars first on 
food that tastes great and I’m excited to eat. Of course, it also feels good to know I’m supporting sustainable 
agriculture close to home so I can continue eating those tasty veggies.
It’s for the same reason that I am a monthly Emmaus donor. I know the goodness of what Emmaus offers to 
the lives of fellow young adults in Missoula (it’s “right in my backyard” as they say), and continue to see the 
fruits of my own time there during college. Being a regular monthly donor is a way I can show up consistently 
and know my gift is sustaining. Seeing the donation notification pop up makes me smile every time!”

Consider setting up your monthly gift today at ecmum.org/support-us (select Give Online and be sure to 
toggle “Make this a monthly donation”).

Lars Anderson joins us from Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa, as one of 
our Intern Pastors. Lars is originally from Duluth, Minnesota. Prior to seminary, he did Young 
Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) in the Jerusalem and the West Bank program. In his free 
time, he likes to hike, camp, and watch as well as play rugby. He can’t wait to meet everyone 
and explore the area!

Colter (far right) preparing food for those in need during 
Emmaus spring break.
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...and Residents!
Jonathan Kieffer grew up in Oahu, Hawai’i and originally came to UM in 2016. They recently came 
back in Spring 2021. He is a Senior and is studying Multidisciplinary studies focusing on Religion, 
Humans & Environment, Human Relationships. They enjoy exploring the outdoors and taking lots 
of pictures.

clare spent most of her adult life at school in berkeley california then drifting around the west. she’s 
settling down in missoula to go back to school and is excited to make it home. she believes in the 
powers of love, sourdough, dumpster diving, and the great outdoors.

Ben Peterson has been at Emmaus for a while now, and like the mountains in this area, still isn’t used 
to how awesome it is. Ben’s in his last semester of classes studying for his Bachelor of Education at UM, 
and is both excited and nervous for what comes next. When he’s not studying, Ben likes to read and 
write, and occasionally plays the piano.

Dylan moved to Missoula recently to pursue a graduate degree. He’s excited to get 
to know the community and culture. He enjoys whitewater kayaking, music, and 
cooking.

Star Curtis moved to Missoula for college and fell in love with it. They are double-
majoring in theatre and anthropology and he loves his classes. They’ve also enjoyed 
getting to know the community at Emmaus. When he’s not studying, Star likes reading, 
writing, crochet, and music.

Brittany Horres is from Columbia, South Carolina. She graduated from the University of South Carolina 
Upstate in May of 2021 with a bachelors degree in Business Administration with a minor in Non-Profit 
Management. She is here in Missoula for the year participating in an Americorps Vista Program with 
Habitat for Humanity.

Emily Walling is from Victor Montana. She fnished a B.A in Japanese and has been waiting to move to 
Japan to teach English. She plans to go as soon as covid permits.  Emily loves nature, art, hiking and 
playing guitar. She likes how welcoming and friendly the people are in the Emmaus community.

Garrett Miglin grew up and went to college in New Jersey. After two years of service and 
travel with AmeriCorps (sort of a domestic Peace Corps) he moved to Great Falls in 2019, and is now 
a second year law student at UM. 

Raina Woolworth is from Mississippi and came to University of Montana to do work 
on climate change.  She loves running, hugs, and red wolves.

 John is a Born and raised Montanan back in Missoula for their senior year of college and is 
absolutely psyched to be a part of the emmaus community. In his free time he enjoys spending 
as much time outdoors as possible doing anything from backpacking to going on some 
motorcycle rides. 

Bridget recently moved to Missoula from Minnesota. She is working for Missoua community 
food and agriculture coalition as an Americorps VISTA. She loves anything outdoors, volleyball, 
and trying new things.
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Reflection on Our Fall Retreat
By Emily Walling
This last weekend, Emmaus took a 
camping/rafting trip on the Blackfoot 
River. This wasn’t my first time going on 
a camping trip with Emmaus, so I knew 
what to prepare for: good conversations 
with a chance of rain and freezing in 
my sleeping bag. What made this trip 
different is that this could be the last 
trip that I take with Emmaus as I’m 
scheduled to leave in November.

 Sometimes it’s easy to not be fully 
present in every conversation, miss a few words here and there, but still understand the main point. But this 
could be the last time to hear stories, stories of people who could really change your whole perspective with 
words that they once heard that you might even end up carrying on in life and sharing with someone that you’ll 
never know needed it, just like you didn’t know you needed it. Every time I’ve been on a trip with Emmaus it 
seems like it’s never just a trip. I got in a boat and spent several hours with three people I really hardly knew, 
and we talked about things that have been weighing on our minds. We related on some things, and others we 
couldn’t begin to imagine. I’m so happy I got to take one last trip in the state that I love with a group of people 
like Emmaus. This week I hope that in the same way that I lived in the conversations like they were the last, 
you can be fully present in the conversations that you’ll have. Learn something new about someone. Take a 
moment to look at your surroundings like you won’t see them for a long time. And lastly, enjoy your time.


